Fibrinogen uptake by thrombi: effect of thrombus age.
The uptake of radiolabeled fibrinogen in canine thrombi was determined at varying times after thrombus induction by electric current. The greatest thrombus/blood ratio was achieved when fibrinogen was administered 4 hr after thrombus induction but definite thrombus fibrinogen uptake was still observed when the tracer was administered up to 72 hr after thrombus induction. There was continued fibrinogen accumulation despite a decrease in weight of older thrombi suggesting that net thrombus propagation is not necessary for labeled fibrinogen uptake. Our results suggest that the fibrinogen uptake test may be useful for the diagnosis of deep vein thrombosis for several days after the onset of thrombosis.